
The Agenda Setting Meeting of the Oconee County Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, May 30, 2006, in the
Commissioners Meeting Chambers, Oconee County Courthouse.

Members Present: Chairman Melvin Davis
Commissioner Jim Luke
Commissioner Donald H. Norris
Commissioner Margaret S. Hale
Commissioner Chuck Horton

Staff Present: Administrative Officer Alan Theriault
County Clerk Gina M. Lindsey
Attorney Mike Pruett

Jeff Benko, Finance Director
Malinda Smith, Human Resources Director
Bruce Thaxton, Fire Chief
Brandon Burton, Design Engineer
Don Oliver, Interim Parks and Recreation Director
Wayne Provost, Strategic Planning Director
William White, Project Coordinator
Gary Dodd, Utility Director

Media Present: Vinnie Williams, The Oconee Enterprise
Merritt Melancon, Athens Banner-Herald

At 6:30 p.m., the Board held a public hearing on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2007.

An ACCG video, Property Taxes: Investment In Your Community, was presented for viewing

Chairman Davis shared the major items proposed for the FY 200  Budget:
1. The budget for all funds is balanced in accordance with all applicable state laws
2. The overall budget reflects a 13% increase over the FY06 budget while the property millage rate of 23 mills in

unincorporated Oconee County and 9.15 mills in the incorporated areas of the county remains unchanged.
3. Emphasis was placed in the areas of Law Enforcement and Public Safety. Two additional Deputies and three

additional positions in the Jail are included for the Sheriff’s Office, as are a number of vehicles in keeping with the
ongoing life-cycle management program with patrol vehicles. For the Fire Department, a new standardized
prototype for pumpers has been approved and the first of these units is included. Also, various station renovations
have been included and are budgeted.

4. The updated County Salary Classification Schedule approved by the Board of Commissioners was implemented
and is carried forward into FY07, and the 2.5% (merit) increase for full-time county employees is budgeted.

5. The increased cost of health care insurance for full-time employees (single coverage) will continue to be absorbed
by the County in the FY07 budget and also budgeted is an increased defrayment of the cost of employee
dependent coverage.



6. Funding for the final compilation of theUnified Development Code and for completion and submission of the State
required Comprehensive Plan is budgeted.

7. Two additional positions in the Utility Department to improve water and sewer related responses for our citizens;
continuation of the back flow prevention program; the meter replacement program; and the continued replacement
of two-inch and three-inch water lines with six-inch and eight-inch lines for fire protection are also budgeted.

8. An aggressive road resurfacing and maintenance minimization program and a new two-year TIM Plan have been
budgeted.

9. Historic preservation, Farmland Protection, Bogart Sports Complex improvements and Phase II of the
communications connectivity initiative is also included in the FY07 budget.

Finance Director Jeff Benko presented a power point presentation on the proposed revenues and expenditures, capital
budget items and interfund transfer allocations for FY07.  The proposed budget for all funds is $43,361,480

Kate McDaniel noted the budget process was very complex and suggested a report that simplifies the budget in “layman
terms”.  Charles Baugh asked questions regarding the financing of the new Jail/E-911/EOC Facility.

There being no further discussion, the Public Hearing was closed. The Board will take final action on the FY 200 Budget
at the June 6, 2006 regular meeting.
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At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Davis called the Agenda Setting Meeting to order and began with a Moment of Silence.
Commissioner Luke led the Pledge of Allegiance.

House  Resolutions Representative Bob Smith presented a Resolution by the House of Representatives to John McNally
in recognition of his civic achievements and contributions to environmental education.

Representative Smith also presented a Resolution by the House of Representatives to the family of Mrs. Reba Kinney
Hammond in memory and in honor of her contributions as Oconee County’s Probate Judge and as an outstanding citizen.

Chief   Tax   Appraiser On motion by Commissioner Norris and second by Commissioner Hale, the Board voted
unanimously in support of the appointment by the Oconee County Board of Tax Assessors of Allen R. Skinner as Chief Tax
Appraiser, to be effective June 1, 2006.

Street  Light  Tax  District  -  Saddle  Ridge  Subdivision: On motion by Commissioner Hale and second by Commissioner
Horton, the Board unanimously approved the creation of Street Light Tax District No. A-7F-L1 for Saddle Ridge
Subdivision.  See Documentation in Ordinances and Resolutions Book No. 16

Street   Light   Tax   District   -   Meadow   Springs   Subdivision: On motion by Commissioner Norris and second by
Commissioner Luke, the Board unanimously approved the creation of Street Light Tax District No. B-4J-L1 for Meadow
Springs Subdivision.  See Documentation in Ordinances and Resolutions Book No. 16



Employee   Health   Insurance On motion by Commissioner Hale and second by Commissioner Horton, the Board
unanimously approved the Health Plan Select HMO-H503 health insurance plan for county employees and a 60/40
payment plan for dependent coverage for both H503 and P253 plans

Pumper  Truck: Fire Chief Bruce Thaxton presented the bids for a new pumper truck for the Fire Department. Mr.
Thaxton recommended the bid be awarded to the low bidder, Clay Fire Apparatus, for a Sutphen S-2 Pumper, at a cost
not to exceed $282,961.00.  He noted the specifications of the truck met the new standardized prototype for pumpers.

By consensus, this item will be placed on the Consent Agenda for June 6, 2006.

Roadside  Spraying: Design Engineer Brandon Burton presented the bids for the FY 2007 Oconee County Roadside
Spraying Program. This program consists of spraying county roadside to control vegetative growth in lieu of mowing. Mr.
Burton recommended the contract be awarded to the low bidder, DeAngelo Brothers, Inc., in the amount of $
was noted that ENVIROmanage, Inc. was a local vendor, but was not within 5% of the low bid and therefore not eligible to
match the bid.

By consensus, this item will be placed on the Consent Agenda for June 6, 2006

Crack  Sealing Design Engineer Brandon Burton presented the bids for the FY 2007 County Road Crack Sealing
Program. This program consists of crack sealing 17.25 miles of county roads, including Clotfelter Road (3.1 mi), Cole
Springs Road (3.9 mi), Price Mill Road (2.5 mi), Maxey Road (1.4 mi), New High Shoals Road (4.15 mi) and Rays Church
Road (2.2 mi). Mr. Burton recommended the bid be awarded to the sole bidder, Advanced Asphalt Coating, Inc., in the
amount of $67,206

By consensus, this item will be placed on the Consent Agenda for June 6, 2006

Oconee  Community  Complex  -  Change  Order: Interim Parks and Recreation Director Don Oliver presented a change
order to the contract with F.E. Sims Enterprises, Inc. for the Oconee Community Complex Project in the amount of
$82,034 00. Mr. Oliver stated the change order was required in order to meet changes in the DOT specifications for
right-of-way construction on GA Hwy. 53.

By consensus, this item will be placed on the Consent Agenda for June 6, 2006
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Intergovernmental  Agreement  -  UOBWA: The Board reviewed a proposed Intergovernmental Agreement with the Upper
Oconee Basin Water Authority regarding the Authority’s acquisition of 5.17 acres for anticipated recreational use. Chairman
Davis explained the tract will potentially be used for a public boat ramp for fishing on the Bear Creek Reservoir. The
Agreement indicates an expense to Oconee County of not less than 25% nor more than 33 1/3% of the $165,000-plus
cost.



By consensus, this item will be placed on the Consent Agenda for June 6, 2006

Jail/E911/EOC  Building  Financing Finance Director Jeff Benko provided an update on financing for the Jail/E911/EOC
building.  

Mr. Benko recounted on February 28, 2006, the Board authorized the Chairman and the Finance Director to proceed with
the Lease Purchase Financing Agreement with ACCG for funds necessary to complete the Jail/E911/EOC Project.
Following that authorization, Mr. Benko met with Mike Stewart, Director of ACCG Financial Services, to discuss specifics of
the financing requirements.

A Request for Proposal was prepared and advertised in the Oconee Enterprise for two weeks. The RFP’s were opened on
May 16, 2006.  Eight responses were received and evaluated for completeness and responsiveness to the specifications.

Mr. Benko reported a Public Hearing is scheduled for Monday, June 5th, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. in accordance with Georgia
Code. The Public Hearing Notice was placed for advertisement in the May 25 and June 1, 2006 editions of The Oconee
Enterprise.

The Board will consider awarding the RFP for lease purchase financing of the Jail/E911/EOC Building at the June 6, 2006
regular meeting.

June 6, 2006 Agenda: The agenda for the June 6, 2006 meeting was read by County Clerk Gina Lindsey

Executive  Session: On motion by Commissioner Luke and second by Commissioner Horton, the Board voted unanimously
to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss land acquisition.  No action was taken.

On motion by Commissioner Luke and second by Commissioner Horton, the Board adjourned Executive Session.

On motion by Commissioner Horton and second by Commissioner Hale, the Board adjourned back into Regular Session.

There being no further business, on motion by Commissioner Horton and second by Commissioner Hale, the meeting was
adjourned.

________________________________                 ________________________________
County Clerk                 Chairman

________________________________
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